
 

The Myth of Citizenship in the United States 

US Declaration of Independence, 1776 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are                
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights, that among these are Life,             
Liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  
 
Naturalization Act, 1790 (The first words on the subject of citizenship) 
…Any Alien being a free white person, who shall have resided within the limits and               
under the jurisdiction of the United States for the term of two years, may be admitted                
to become a citizen... 
 
Dred Scott v. Sandford, 1857 
A free negro of the African race, whose ancestors were brought to this country and               
sold as slaves, is not a "citizen" within the meaning of the US Constitution. 
 

14th Amendment, (Ratified July 28, 1868) 
All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction              
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside. No state                
shall make or enforce any law, which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of              
citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or                
property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the               
equal protection of the laws. 
 
Naturalization Act, 1870 
(Sec 7)…the naturalization laws are hereby extended to aliens of African nativity and to              

persons of African descent. 
 

In Re Ah Yup, 1878 (The first application by a Chinese person for naturalization) 
Citizenship denied to a Chinese applicant because of the popular knowledge of the             
term “white person.” “It was intended to exclude some classes, and as all white aliens               
and those of the African race are entitled to naturalization under other words, it is               
difficult to perceive whom it could exclude unless it be the Chinese. It follows that the                
petition must be denied.” 
 
Takao Ozawa v. United States, 1922  

Finding a Japanese-American who was born in Japan but had lived in the United States               
for 20 years, ineligible for naturalization, as he was not the type “popularly known as               
the Caucasian race.” Note: popular knowledge and science. 
 
The Indian Citizenship Act, 1924 
Conferring citizenship on all Native Americans born within the US territorial limits 
 
Immigration and Nationality Act, 1952 
End of the racial prerequisite to citizenship 
 

 
 
For more information see Ian Haney López, White by Law, New York University Press, 2006 
  

 



 

The Myth of Citizenship in Israel 

The Nakba of 1948: The Nakba marks the "catastrophe" of 1948, when Palestinians             
lost their property and national home, and the vast majority became refugees. 
● 150,000 Palestinians remained in their homeland despite the Nakba, and were           

forcibly made a minority in the State of Israel. Today, Palestinian citizens of             
Israel make up 20% of the population of Israel. 

  
The Israeli Declaration of Independence: The state of Israel was founded in 1948 and              
declared Israel to be a “Jewish state” committed to the “ingathering of the exiles.” The               
Declaration of Independence also makes the contradictory promise that the state will            
maintain full equality for all of its citizens. 
  
“Jewish and Democratic State”: The self-definition of Israel 
● The Israeli Supreme Court (2003) identified the characteristics of a Jewish state            

as: the right of every Jewish person to make aliya [to immigrate] to the State of                
Israel, Jewish people will be the demographic majority, Hebrew will be the main             
official language of the state, and its main holidays and symbols reflect the             
national emergence of the Jewish people. 

  
No Guarantee of Equality: The right to equality and freedom from discrimination is             
not explicitly enshrined in Israeli law 
  
  
  
The Law of Return, 1950 - Allows every Jewish person to immigrate to Israel and               
automatically become a citizen of the state. The law also applies to the children and               
grandchildren of Jews, as well as their spouses and the spouses of their children and               
grandchildren. No comparable law exists to guarantee the rights of Palestinians to            
immigrate or receive citizenship, even if they were born in the area that is now the                
State of Israel. 
  
Citizenship Law, 1952 – Determines that every emigrant under the Law of Return will              
become a citizen of Israel, and deprives Palestinians who were residents of Palestine             
prior to 1948 the right to gain citizenship or residence status in Israel, so as to                
permanently deprive the Palestinian refugees of the Right to Return. 
● Creates a distinction between citizenship (ezrahut) and nationality (le’om): 

○ Citizenship = Israeli | Nationality = Jewish, Arab, Druze, Other 
  
Citizenship and Entry into Israel Law, 2003 - Bans family unification where one spouse              
is an Israeli citizen and the other is a resident of the Occupied Palestinian Territory               
(West Bank and Gaza), Iran, Lebanon, Syria or Iraq. 
 
BASIC LAW: Israel - The Nation-State of the Jewish People, 2018 - A constitutional              
law that enshrines discrimination against non-Jewish citizens and residents as national           
value in Israel. The law grants self-determination to Jewish people only, exclusively            
promotes Jewish settlement, and makes no mention of equality. 

 

 
For more information see Adalah, Inequality Report, 2011 


