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There is an acronym in the movement for Palestinian rights, identifying individuals and institutions as
PEPs: Progressive on Everything but Palestine. Progressives aim for political coherence, and when we
are rooted in our values of equality, freedom and justice, we make no exceptions.

THIS IS AN EXCEPTIONAL ISSUE

Progressives work to root out all forms of human violence, both interpersonal and state-sanctioned.
Progressives recognize that dangerous tropes are often used against marginalized people to
characterize them as violent, terrorist, or criminal. These stereotypes dehumanize individuals and
delegitimize their demands for justice and human rights. All perpetrators of human rights abuses must
be held to account, and progressives recognize that states have a responsibility to their subjects and
must not commit violence whether impoverishment, mass incarceration or collective punishment.

WHAT ABOUT PALESTINIAN VIOLENCE?

Progressives are never neutral in situations of injustice, as being neutral means siding with the
powerful. Progressives are not afraid to take sides, but not for one people against another.
Progressives are on the side of equality, freedom and justice for all, and know that when we develop
policies and practices according to these values – whether in the US or in Palestine/Israel – we all win.

SHOULDN’T WE JUST REMAIN NEUTRAL?
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SETTLER-COLONIALISM
The history of State of Israel in historic Palestine echoes that of other settler-colonial regimes, like the
United States, Canada, and Australia. And the legacy of settler conquest of indigenous land has had all
the expected implications: a separate and unequal legal regime, with one system for settlers (Jewish
Israelis) and one system for indigenous people (Palestinians). This separate and unequal system also
includes institutional injustices like control of natural resources, racial profiling, mass incarceration,
military occupation, and blockades.  


